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Narration of City in Geocriticism: Case study Rahesh
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Abstract

Representation of cities and urban spaces in literature is one of the
topics of interest in storytelling qnd narration that has led to the
formation of an approach in comparative literature called geocriticism.
This approach focuses in parts of its theory on the historical,
geographical and identity representation of the city in fiction and
works of art. In the first stage of the development of this theory,
Geocriticism examines how different types of space are formed in
literary works in order to be able to represent the gap between the
image of an ideal city and the image of a real city. In this article,
"Rahesh" written by Reza Amirkhani has been read wuth this critical
approach and we are trying to determine how the city and urban
spaces are represented on human relations. Accordingly, it can be said
that the narration of this novel is of a native-sensory type with a
monophonic narrative that has prevented the presence of other sounds
in the text and also challenges the concept of metropolis in the novel.
The main character of the novel aims to preserve parts of urban spaces
such as green spaces and human spaces inside the house due to his
child's sickness to the point that sometimes the audience feels the
existence of «other» called disease, has formed the main character's
view of these spaces.
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1. Introduction

The reasearches related to space analysis is one of the topics that have
received attention in the critical literary approaches during last two
decades which has led to the formation of various theories and
approaches in this field. Based on this, the necessity to read the
representation of different types of spaces in different texts on the one
hand and the multitude of different narratives on the other hand led to
the formation of an approach in literary criticism called geocriticism,
which in some textes is translated as geographical criticism in Farsi.
The translation that seems to be not representative of all the aspects
considered in this approach.

Geocriticism, in continuation of the presented theories about space
and time, is considered one of the approaches proposed in the last
twenty years, which has an interdisciplinary nature, and in the first
phase of the presented theory, it focuses on the historical and
geographical origins of the texts; For this reason, at the time of his
presentation, Bertrand Westphal tried to remove it from a one-
dimensional state and somehow make it dynamic in interaction with
other areas of different disciplines. Based on this, it can be said that
the efforts of Bertrand Westphal, as professor of comparative
literature at the University of Limoges in France, during the evolution
of the various phases of geocriticism changed from its focus on
literature to cultural and literary studies.

Regarding the persian sources of geocriticism in Iran, most of
activities are focused on the review of Westphal's views in the first
period of presenting this theory, and sometimes with a partial view at
he field of architecture and urban planning, and in the field of
literature and It has been treated less artistically; In such a way that the
transformation of its nature is not so clear and specific due to the
discourse changes by the theoretician of the work in recent years. In
the present research, it is tried to explain the nature of geocriticism as
much as possible and then by applying at an Iranian novel by Reza
Amirkhani, called Rahesh, the main concepts of geocriticism in this
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text are determined; Therefore, the main questions of this research are:
How author narrates the mutual and tense relations between the city
and the citizen and how this is formed. The hypothesis of the research
is that Amirkhani's novel, through the creation of a chain consisting of
real space, imaginary and utopian spaces, and human spaces, by using
linguistic and narrative tricks, has been able to reveal the tension
between urban and human elements in the text.

2. Literature Review

Bertrand Westphal in his book Geocriticsm : Real and Fiction Spaces
published in 2007 by Limoges University Press, is considered the
most important source of geocriticism. In this work, which is the first
part of his theories, Westphal has explained the place of geocriticism
in this field by looking at the issue of world literature. After that, he
has published three other books, and the book "Infinite Cultural"7
with a discourse turn in his ideas is considered as the last work in this
field.

In the present study, the general nature of geocriticism has been
introduced in a descriptive-analytical manner, and the first concepts of
geocriticism have been explained as much as possible, and the
components of this critique have also been introduced. Then, in order
to show its aspects regardless of geographical boundaries, Rahesh's
novel has been analyzed. Rahesh depicts a part of the life of two
architectural and urban planning engineers named Lea and Alla,
whose job position and Lea's motherly feelings have created a deep
gap between them due to their child's asthma. Alaa is one of the senior
deputies of the municipality and Lea is an architectural engineer who
sees the current context of the city and the wrong decisions of the
municipality in urban planning as the cause of asthma in her son and
other children and has many conflicts with her husband over this
issue. Lea likes the city with the same historical texture of the past and
old houses and considers the current texture to be a serious threat to
health communication in the city.
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3. Methodology

Geocriticism can be considered a literary critical approach that
includes the study of different types of spaces. In France, Bertrand
Westphal explained the concept of geocriticism in detail in several of
his works, and in America, Robert Tally believes that geocriticism is a
type of literary mapping (Tally, 2008:10). Accordingly, this approach
is one of the new approaches in comparative and interdisciplinary
studies, which in one perspective, examines the link between
literature, space, and the human world, and then, along with urban
studies, represents urban spaces from different perspectives. Based on
three theoretical concepts and four basic principles, Westphal divides
criticism into two categories: "self-centered" and "other-centered"”. He
believes that the human space is the result of the interactions between
"self" and "other" and through this interactions, humans come to
understand the importance of society. The difference between
Westphalian geocriticism and other examples before, is in the
important presence of "other". In fact, with the help of geography and
geographical determinism, he criticizes a kind of realism in which
external reference is very important. In this regard, according to
Westphal, there can be two types of relationship between the reality of
space and its representation: in the first case, the representation shows
a real image, and in the second case, the representation tries to show
the reader something contrary to reality. In this articles, we studies the
representations of city in this novel via geocriticism.

4. Results

The city in Rahesh contains images of the representation of Tehran in
two forms: historical Tehran and semi-modern Tehran based on the
principles of new urban planning. It is a story of its personahes who
spent the early years of her life in a neighborhood in the lower part of
the city, and then in one of the best parts of Tehran. The view of the
city and urban spaces in this novel is a view based on the narratives of
Lea as the main character of the novel; Therefore, in order to better
explain the contents and looking at the three principles and four
Westphalian concepts, some narratives of the novel have been
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examined between the two private and public spaces :1. From Home
to City: In Rahesh, Tehran's Spaces is narrated from Lea's point of
view as an architect and the mother of a child with asthma. In the first
description of the city's atmosphere, Lea said, "Tehran has become a
section of stone mines with these facades!" The vertical stone mine is
amorphous, one area of Tehran (Amirkhani, 1398: 10). First, she
defines the territory of the narrative as "one area of Tehran" and then
he talks about the city views that he does not have any sens of beauty
and she shows the geographical inconsistency of the views to the
audience. After this encounter with the city, the audience learns that
Lea constantly complains about the buildings and city views. When
remembering a memory of his father, she points to another view of the
city and mentions it with a sense of disgust. 2. From City to Utopia:
The author of the work is trying to "pause™ in his movements through
the characters of the novel in Tehran in order to give meanings to
"spaces" and turn them into "places"”. It is also through this process
that the author inscribes his own meanings on the places or
reinforces/experiences the meanings given to the places by others who
have already given them in the same "place".

In Rahesh, the representation of urban spaces in development is at
the center of the story. In this novel, the image of the Tehran and the
representation of human relations that surround it are presented
through stories that are actually drawn from the mental spaces of the
central character of the story. These narrations of the city, which are
based on the geocritical approach with the involvement of the senses
in the perception of spaces and a multi-sensory view, are important for
several reasons in the representation of a metropolis like Tehran:
firstly, the whole world of the first character in the story is limited to
asthma at the mother's view. For this reason, she considers the
mismanagement of mayors and deputies, including his husband, to be
the cause of their child's illness and other children who have a similar
situation. Second, Lea exposes her husband's mismanagement many
times at home, and this adds to the darkness of their relationship.
Third, the main character is constantly arguing with his husband about
his property, including his father's car and house. The totality of these
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images leads to the presentation of an anti-functional atmosphere of
the house, which turns the narration of the city into its anti-narration.
Based on this, the main character of the novel faces the identity crisis
in different spaces, which simultaneously with its destruction, is
building an utopia rooted in the past. An ideal city begins with an
ideal house, but because the identity narratives of the city are re-
identified throughout the novel, an ideal house is not formed in the
novel. Finally, the atmosphere of the metropolis is tied to the
atmosphere of the father's house, which is an example of an ideal city,
through the presence of a child who has asthma and a critical mother.
Humans make the city homeless, and the homeless city makes people
sick. In front is the fear of destruction and behind the security of the
father's house. Humans and the city become so intertwined that it is
impossible to escape. As a fictional text, the novel reveals and even
creates the hidden reality around us.
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Géocritique

Bertrand Westphal

Littérature et Space
L'écrivain, Auteur de Sa Ville
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