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Dianoia as the object of mimesis in narrative

Masoud Algooneh Jouneghani*1

Abstract

In a structural analysis, narrative consists of two distinct aspects:
rhythm and pattern. Pattern is the static dimension and rhythm the
dynamic aspect of narration. Accordingly, narrative while representing
the real world, depending on whether the imitation focuses on the
temporal or the static phenomenon, a particular facet of being, in its
general sense, can be depicted. Accordingly, the purpose of this study,
after the preliminary definition of Mythos and Dianoia as the object of
mimesis, is to suggest what devices are used in narrative in case the
imitation is directed to the static phenomenon. In this regard, while
explaining the characteristics of the object of imitation, we try to
determine the dominant atmosphere of narrative, the characteristic of
the represented phenomenon, and the dominant style of representation.
This study shows that in a narrative, the relation of the thing
represented to the real world cannot be reduced to a mere
corresponding relation. In fact, imitation on the one hand is based on
the representation of matter and on the representation of the form of
the phenomena on the other hand. Thus, the thing represented may
establish relations based on (a) similarity or (b) homology to
phenomena, either by the principle of correspondence or homogeneity.
It goes without saying that adopting such an approach to the object of
imitation promotes the theoretical capabilities of narrative theory as a
more comprehensive approach and thus strengthen its analytical
power in the analysis of narrative genres.
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1. Introduction

Narrative, in its essence, is temporal and therefore based on the
temporal sequence of phenomena, or in other words, rhythm. What
causes the formation of the narrative in the horizontal axis is the
occurrence of an event that occurs after another. What differentiates
the first event from the later event is the existence of a kind of
temporal sequential that causes the narrative to pass from one situation
to another in its narrative trajectory. In the structuralist analysis of the
narrative, such a setting is called rhythm. Examining the structure of
such relations and the composition of affairs is done in the horizontal
axis under the concept of mythos. Based on this, the question that
arises is that if we examine the narrative regardless of the
considerations related to the mythos, what rules and principles are
there in the vertical axis, which requires the selection of components
and therefore lacks temporal quality. Examining the structure of such
relations and the composition of affairs is done in the horizontal axis
under the concept of mythos. Based on this, the question that arises is
that if we examine the narrative regardless of the considerations
related to the mythos, what rules and principles are there in the
vertical axis, which requires the selection of components and therefore
lacks temporal quality. In this brief, we will first clarify with the plan
of dianoia and Mythos- in the sense that will be presented in this
research - these two, each of them includes a facet of the multiple
aspects of the narrative and the subject of simulations. In this research,
we will first clarify how dianoia and mythos- in the sense that will be
presented in this research- include a facet of the multiple aspects of
the narrative.

2. Literature Review

There have been researches about narration and its relationship with

mimesis, as well as the importance of and mythos in narration, myth,
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and poetry. This shows the importance of these areas and their
scrutiny. For example, Malek-payeen and Samkhanian (2012) present
a new reading about the myths forming literary work by relying on
archetypes. Algooneh (2016) uses the descriptive-analytical method
and criticizes Fry's point of view about dianoia. Sameti and others
(2016) investigate the mimetic and narrative components in modern
legible-dramas and their comparison with Platonic dialogues. Sameti
(2019) has done a research to analyze the structure of Iranian drama
with emphasis on the subject of narrative and mimesis. However, the
present research has fundamentally looked at the issue from a different
perspective. In fact, paying attention to the role of dianoia in the
formation of the narrative structure, it has been tried to explain the
internal mechanism of dianoia and determine how dianoia affects the
selection of the internal components of the literary or narrative work.

3. Methodology

This research emphasizes a neglected aspect in narratology, that is,
dianoia as the subject of simulations. Based on this, in terms of
method, in first-level simulations, we examine the narrative from the
point of view of its propositions, which generally have a true-
historical quality, and in the representation of the type of narrative, we
examine the perspective of the propositions, which are generally
metaphorical.

4. Results

In the current research, we tried to clarify the temporal components
and the static components by reflecting on the two main aspects of the
narrative, i.e. dianoia and mythos, each of which is considered as one
of the multiple aspects of the narrative structure and the object of
mimesis. Therefore, explaining the inner mechanism of dianoia and
the logic governing it as the object of mimesis, will better clarify the
functioning of the narrative structure. In the end, it became clear that
in a narrative, the represented phenomena are not supposed to stop at

the realistic level and thus be limited only to the material qualities of
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the phenomena. In fact, the examination of the inner mechanism that
governs object of mimesis clarifies that, in the structure of the
narrative, mimesis in forms that do not adhere to the principle of
realism; that is, instead of dealing with the materials or materials of
the real world, or in linguistic terms, the positive nature of things, it
originally focuses on the relations among phenomena. And thus on
their distinguishing features. The purpose of this research is to
emphasize a neglected aspect in narratology, that is, object of mimesis
as the object of mimesis. For this reason, if mimesis, in the first-level,
deals with a narrative whose propositions generally have a literary-
historical quality, mimesis, in its second-level, deals with a narrative
the propositions of which are generally metaphorical and their
components also include symbols. Therefore, the logic governing this
realm is allegorical, while the logic governing the mimesis, in the
first-level is conceptual.
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