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Analysis of Meaning-Making Strategy Via Physical
Metamorphosis and Movement of the subject from
body to the hetero-body in The Clown and the Other
Insects by Khosrov Mani

Nasir Ahmad Arian*1

Abstract
The present research examines physical metamorphosis, how the
subject transforms from “body” to “heterobody’. It also examines the
situation in which the system of meaning is produced by accident in
the novel “The Clown and the Other Insects” based on physical
stylistics. It is hypothesized that the principal factor for the physical
metamorphosis of a subject in the process of transformation from
“body” to “heterobody” is the episodic, elusive and paranoid existence
of the subject which results in varieties of states for the subject in
discourse from subject to quasi-subject and finally to the No-Subject.
The main reason for the physical metamorphosis of the subject is
the realization of self “I”. Afghan fiction has metamorphosed since the
1380s, so one can straightforwardly find traces of the metamorphosis in
all domains such as discourse, narrative, and semantic systems. The
novel The Clown and the Other Insects manifests the characteristics of
this situation. From the semiotics perspective, the discursive state is
transgressed from the closed structural subject by the act and movement
of post-modernist subject for the realization of the self and the other. It is
metamorphosed into the other via the consciousness process. It then starts
to realize its own “ego’’ by distancing from self “I”.
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The result indicated that, through transgression from self to other,
the body is metamorphosed, which has enabled the subject to realize
oneself “ego” Here, we are dealing with text-based/non-subject, which
is interconnected and produced synchronously with the text through a
collection of contradictory and unrealistic illusions.

Keywords: Physical Metamorphoses; Subject; Accidental Systems;
Afghanistan Novel; Khosrov Mani.

1. Introduction

Khosrow Mani is one of the well-known novelists in Afghanistan. He
has published these novels in Kabul: The Book of Forgotten Names,
The Clown and Other Insects, The Little Life, The Sandy Rope, Death
and its Brother and Sleep-Wake of Seven Women.

The essential element for the subject to recognize the world and
Other is his body, because the process of recognition based on
phenomenology is the physical presence of subject and world. Subject
tenets into the phenomenon and get to their sensory-perception
recognition of them. Accordingly, the body is the primordial factor of
the world’s recognition. The subject follows a process in case of the
recognition of itself. This process changes the subject into no-subject
and simi-subject and it requires the subject to ignore his body in order
to recognize the other. According to these processes and transitions
the subject tends to be metamorphosized physically and moves from
body zone to hetero body and then to no-body.

In the novel The Crown and Other Insects, the subject has a fluid
power that forms a sustained situation between death and life. This
characteristic of the subject shows that it tries to be in the course of
transcendence and for better recognition of itself, it transmogrificates
and reincarnates into the body of the other phenomenon.

Research Question(s)
1-Which kind of following metamorphosis the subject in this novel
would be faced with, transformation, shapeshifting, heterocosm,
Transworld identity, or physical metamorphosis?
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2-What is the main factor that causes the movement of the subject
from the body to no-body and then to the hetero-body?

3-What semantic system is produced by the physical
metamorphosis, the metamorphosis which forms from the heterocosm
and transformation?

2. Literature Review

Our research shows that no research was conducted regarding the
novel The Crown and Other Insects in Afghanistan. Nowhere else
including Iran research about this novel could be seen. There are many
books and articles about fluid and Post-modern subjects, and stylistics
of metamorphosis that have no direct relation with our work. The
Semiotics Analysis of the Discourse written by Hamid Reza Shairi has
spoken about perceptional body. He focuses on the role body in
discourse formation. The same writer in another book titled: Semiotics
of Literature in a chapter studies the tensive discourse and focuses on
the body in the narrative of Blacksmith and his student. Tara Beany in
his book titled: Metamorphosis in Contemporary German
Literature(2016) has studied the background of metamorphosis in
German literature and analyzed the forms of body metamorphosis in
German literature.  Massey Irving (1976) in his book: The Gaping
Pig: Literature and Metamorphosis considers the metamorphosis as a
narrative technique for personification in which the subject reveals in
order to have a deeper recognition of himself. He analyzes the types of
metamorphosis in Homer Mary Shelly, Lewis Carroll, Gogol,
Hofmann, and Kafka's narratives.

3. Methodology

In this research, we apply the semiotics theory to evaluate the
movement of the subject from the body to hetero-body and then to no-
body. We use the theoretical approaches of Eero Tarasti and Shairi
and the model of Existential semiotics. The model lets us use a
diagram and portray the process and steps of the subject movement.

We believe that the subject in different positions and Dasaiens
3
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produces different types of semantic spheres. On the other hand, this
analysis shows the transition of the course of storytelling in
Afghanistan from pre-modern characteristics to modern and post-
modern ones.

4. Results

The outcomes of the research show that the subject in the novel: The
Clown and Other Insects in the process of its transcendental
movement transits from subject to no-subject and from body to hetero-
body. This subject, unlike the other examples of the subject in world
literature, does not only transform to a single different phenomenon,
but it transforms to different phenomena in different positions that
show the novel uses the post-modern narrative in order to create a
post-modern semantic world.

The paranoiac and dichotomic characteristics of the subject in the
novel cause a polysemantic situation that we can call aporia and block
every certainty and indeterminacy of the text. The inconstant
situations of the subject make every moment of the text pregnancy of
unpredictable significations. The paranoid subject in the novel paves
the way to transit from body to hetero-body. The subject in this novel
stands away from itself and so after being transformed and
metamorphosized, looks at itself and reaches a complete recognition
of itself.

Metamorphosis as a narratological meaning-making device lets the
subject Ayyob to transit from the body and transform to different other
things like insects and other characters of the story. One of his
significant metamorphoses is transforming into the intangible
phenomenon of death.

The subject is the main producer of the discourse, so the order of its
presence in a text could determine the type of the discourse and its
semantic system. When it is paranoid, it can result in the creation of an
unstable semantic system that is unsystematic and destroys the
relation between signifier and signified.

4
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. subject

. body

. phenomenology

. Bodily presence

. phenomena

. perceptual

. quasi-subject

. non subject

. metamorphosis
10. Franz Kafka
11. The Nose
12.Nikolai Gogol
13. Rhinoceros

14. Eugéne lonesco
15. Lubomir Dolel el
16. transcendental
17. Heterocosm
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18. transworld identity

19. physical metamorphosis
20. Tara Beaney

21. metamorphosis in modern german literature
22. Irving Massey

23. the gaping pig: literature and metamorphosis
24. Homer

25. Mary Shelly

26. Lewis Carroll

27. Nikolai Gogol

28. Albert Hofmann

29. Franz Kafka

30. Brian McHale

31. David Lodge

32. Merleau-Ponty

33. Cogito

34.Emmanuel Levinas

35. Metamorphosis

36. physical metamorphosis
37. paradigm

38. discourses

39. narratives

40. change of dominant

41. transformation

42. shapeshifting

43. Lassen Seger

44. Leonard Barkan

45. magical alteration

46. species

47. metamorphosis

48. Irving Massey

49. Gregor Samsa

50. monstrous verminous bug
51. Brian McHale

52. Heterocosm

53. transworld identity

54. Jean-Claude Coquet
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