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A Critical Narrative Survey on Panopticon in the
Movie “Offside”

Mona Khodabakhsh™, Zohre Safavizade Sohi"

Abstract

Foucault’s panopticon represents a new form of disciplinary procedure
in subjects that institutionalizes a kind of disciplinary behavior. The
design of panopticon is such that the subject always considers one’s
self to be observed, and plays the role of subjugator and submissive at
the same time. The architecture of stadiums is such that when we step
into them, we immediately remember the panopticon structure, how
the spectators are sitting under the searching eyes of security and
discipline officers. These agents play the role of panopticon of the
subject or subjects who are leaning on the chair to maintain order, and
according to the main rule of panopticon, they are hidden from the
view. In order to transcend the research, this study has combined it
with a narrative theory of Shairi. What has been achieved in the
adaption of panopticon and action-oriented discourse of Shairi’s point
of view is that both theories prescribe an action in order to solve the
crisis of the lack of order. Ultimately, the value-object of order is
institutionalized in the actors, as if the actor plays the role of a
subjugator and submission at the same time. In contrast with the work
done in Khodabakhsh’s thesis (2013), the study deals with the
transcendental role of action-oriented discourse of Shairi, which is
different from it. In her thesis, Khodabakhsh has associated Foucault’s
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panopticon with his discourse, which has a critical view. In this study,
the panopticon is aligned with Shairi’s action-oriented discourse,
because it moves in the direction of solving the crisis and the
panopticon also takes a step towards achieving discipline.
Keywords: Panopticon; discipline; action; sender; agent.

1. Introduction

In defining the panopticon, Foucault discusses the idea in Discipline
and Punishment, and The Eye of Power as a disciplinary structure. The
panopticon is an architectural concept which was firstly proposed by
Jeremy Bentham, the 18" century philosopher. Foucault bases the
disciplinary idea considering the scheme which was suggested by
Bentham. This is a procedure which institutionalize the disciplinary
behavior into the person, as if the person is constantly under
observation, leading to the subjugation of the prisoner. To have a
deeper analysis, we have related it to the action-oriented narrative
proposed by Shairi.

2. The Literature Review

2.1. Narrative

Narratology is a brand new area of knowledge which was firstly
proposed by Todorov discussed in Decameron Grammar in 1969
(Okhovat, 1992, p. 7).

It could be stated that the structure of narrative, as it is remained since
Avristotle, started from the investigation Vladimir Propp conducted on
the Russian fairy tales (Schulz, 2000, p. 91). Some other researchers
are Claude Bermon, Greimas, Genette, as well as Porter Abot. Some
Iranian ones are Abbasi and Hori.

2.2. A Review on Cinematic Semiotics in the West

Semiotics is an area of knowledge which studies the production,

transfer, and understanding of meaning. The idea of movie as

language is as old as cinema. The proponents of this idea are some of

the film-makers and those who were leading figures in 1920s. These
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people consider movie as visual Esperanto and have labelled it the
language of movie.
In summary, movie theorists and movie makers such as Eikhenbaum,
Jacobson, and Eisentein, as well as Godard and recently Chomsky
have been looking for structural explanation of a movie (Elsisver and
Epop, 2004, p. 18).

2.3. A Review of Cinematic Semiotics in Iran

Sojudi is one of the Iranian thinkers who has focused on cinematic
semiotics. In his PhD dissertation (2001), he proposed layered-based
semiotics, and after publishing Applied Semiotics, many concepts
such as coding, text, and others, which were suggested by Eco and
others, were redefined.

3. Theoretical Framework

As Foucault indicates in Discipline and Punishment (2013, pp. 248-
249), the panopticon architecture is as followed: a circular building
surrounding a tower in center. The tower has wide windows which
supervises the internal space of the surrounding building. The building
consists of cells all around, and each cell has two windows, one facing
the internal and the other external space so that sunlight can shine in.
Now, there should be an observer in the centering tower and each cell
carries a patient, prisoner, worker, or student.
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Figure 1. Panopticon building

Based on Shairi’s ideas, whether there is an agency at the center of
action, or an agent, the significant point is the role of action in the
changing dynamics of meaning and its process towards a better one.
So, there an action in the core of narrative which is on its own account
in line with changing the status of agents and meaning. However, it
should be noted that the action goes towards a purpose, in that the
change of meaning should establish the system of value exchange,
meaning that action should look for obtaining value and setting it in
the right place for communication. Therefore, three keywords should
be reminded for a better understanding of the narrative system: action,
value, change. It should be maintained that the action-oriented
discourse stands on agent, action, and value-laden object. The action
happens so that the value-laden object and change occurs for the
agent.

Based on Shairi’s idea of systematic action, value is quantifiable
and measurable, and these systems follow a quantitative logic.
However, in analyzing the action-oriented systems, we face a
qualitative value. In such action-oriented systems, the agent faces an
error for which he has to intervene. It should be noted that such crises
happen from outside the agent. So, based on Shairi’s idea, it can be
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concluded that the action in action-oriented systems is manifested in
two forms, whether it deals with material crisis and is considered
quantitative, or it can deal with epistemological and emotional crises

of an agent, and is considered gualitative.
Quantitative
value
Qualitative
value
4. Results and Discussion

In a scene in which one of the arrested girls by soldier is taken to a
building, a dialogue happens which suggests panopticon. After that
the soldier decides to take the girl to the building where arrested are
taken:

Girl: For God’s sake, please let me in, I will go into the crowd and
no one will find me.

Soldier: I can’t.

Girl: I swear to God, please let me go.

Soldier: No, run.

Girl: Another extra makes no difference; no one will know.

Soldier: What are talking about? The captain knows all there.

In the movie Offside, the soldiers always refer to a subject known
as “captain” or “Haji”. They are all the invisible panopticon, who do
not appear except the last scene. “captain” or “Haji” play the role of
the agent who intervene when there is an error or crisis in discipline of
the stadium and the soldiers play the role of the eye. Also, in the scene
in which Haji enters into the movie, he asks one of the soldiers to
interview a boy who is arrested because of carrying some fireworks.
When Haji asks the soldier to investigate the boy, it means that the
soldier plays the role of the eye of panopticon, even though Haji is
there too, and this can negate the panopticon of the prison that

Error or crisis of Action-oriented
meaning process

Ownership of
value-laden object
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Bentham suggests. But it should be noted that Haji is also the subject
of panopticon or the subjects of the security measures. To illustrate,
one can refer to the dialogue Haji expresses when the boy is being
investigated by the soldier:

Haji: Search him through. Take even a match, search everything.

In this scene, the soldier takes the boy in front of the mini-bus, and
says to the boy “open your legs, hands up, up”.

In this scene, the soldier ignores the boy and he enters the stadium
with fireworks, so he should be arrested. Haji plays the role of agent
and tries to deal with the crisis and arrest the value-laden object of
discipline, so he orders the soldier to search the boy. The soldier, at
this moment and in front of the boy, plays the role of the agent, and
orders the boy. This action is in line with dealing with the crisis in
order to set discipline and the value-subject of discipline.

What can be noted regarding the viewpoint of the movie is that the
narrative is the movie maker who can narrate the events as girls’
entering the stadium is forbidden. The viewpoint of the movie is a
camera which focuses on the girls. So, it could be stated that the third
person viewpoint of the external type is set into the movie.

5. Conclusion

The findings indicate the relationship between the panopticon of the
prison and the discourse action of Shairi. Moreover, it can be pointed
out that the panopticon follows the narrative process up to the end of
action-oriented discourse. It achieves a commonality with other
action-oriented discourses. It could be argued that the action-oriented
theory suggested by Shairi is a kind of panopticon; moreover, the
action-oriented theory and panopticon are working in the same line,
and the former opens up the way for the latter.
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. panopticon

. M.Faucault

. discipline & punish
. The Eye of Power

. J.Bentham

. disciplinary procedure
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. subjugation

. action-oriented
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12. narration

13. T.Todorov

14. V.Propp
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15. elimination of lack
16. Claude Bermon
17. ordering roles
18. C.Levi-Strauss
19. AG.Greimas
20. decisive test

21. G.Genette

22. marrative discourse
23. order

24. duration

25. frequency

26. flash back

27. flash forward
28. focalization

29. prague school
30. Ch. Metz

31. U. Eco

32. P.P. Pasolini
33. R. Barthes

34. M. Nichols

35. W. Lindsay

36. B. Balaz

37. B. Eikhenbaum
38. R. Jacobsn

39. S. Eisentein

40. J.L. Godard

41. N. Chomsky
42. C. Metz

43. M.Mauss

44, C.Strauss

45, G.Dumezil

46. P.Ricoeur

47. action

48. value

49. change

50. prescriptive discourse
51. virtual presence

YYo



VY s 5 sl OF LtV Il wuquéwjam

52. actual presence

53. potential presence
54, real presence

55. cognitive

56. pragmatic

57. mood

58. focalizer

59. zero focalization
60. internal focalization
61. external focalization
62. feminine gender

ple

N AEN PV I P VI 53005 e 5 oy s OYAN) (O sl

08 Slele B ke 5 Lot ot ldailis Cledllas 5 (55,0 (\WAY) L) () ]|
B SN ol

ol 0L Bl e 5 el (bl ol bl (AYAY) 5 ool

5 Kan b olKamys DL 0L Ll o e 5 wlidall e (\YAV) 3 Jui
e

Ol OUS Gl 10l g5 o wliiolsy 5 Coloy 4 ki b s _ls sl (\WAY) | (g >

o bolesT ol 53 5 OlaiiS, (5o SIKE 30 oot Sy st G ey (VTAT) oSl
obislS WLOLL oL s e 4L 5 (ealin) OlaxdS Yl L I OLG Ol
OLSU 51T o3

(,.l:« Ol (625 bl il (\YAY) LB (63 g2

Ol g5 0! JL»:?KJ,&J o g kol wliilee — 4L .(VYA0) DT S
rote S o ale SBT3 S e

Sl 10l o LS )l Oleals (AYAA) e e dlo

YYs



S 5 isulas L ldD plowr whd 53 ol s (o) 0I5 255 oo

o Sl o) alsy 0L s s lS bt gLy, (OYAY) g s
Lt oKl 0L L (laulyy o oy s 5 oSy pate  olas slo Condse

§ o Ol s G riler e 05 S dao 5 Ol (ealin] fulwt (VWAQ) L0 o BUS
S s L 2 e ) e S pkie SMBS3 L G el
W by 6 arm s 5 Sladllas s olul sLal 5 Koa b oojlhs 006

e O el Ly B O e 5 s 400,/ (VYFRY) £S5

A O Bl s g e D e s il (OVAT) S 5

rj.w e)‘}h QL>=’) LSM Lﬁ 1»..7-)3 uM(\Y‘/\/\) w le:ﬁ

S 0LE ol SO a5 e 5 losl o Colyy o (sf aedds (\YAS) (5 &)
>~
ZQ\J@ QJM? .0 :\.vf 4JMU[:.L>JJJ =23 @Jﬁf (Yray) J“':::-L?.ﬁ J ¢ J«Mf)ﬁ
P
References
Abbott, H.P. (2019). Narrative Literacy. Tr. R.Poor Azar and N.M Ashrafi.
Tehran: Atraf
Abbasi, A. (2014). Applied narratology: Analysis of narrative language
(applicative analysis of narrative situations, back ground elements and
narrative syntax in narrative. Tehran: Shahid Beheshti University
Barthes, R. (2008). An introduction to the structural analysis of narratives.
Tr. M. Ragheb. Tehran: Rokhdad e Nou
Chandler, D. (2008). Basics of Semiotics. Tr. M. Parsa. Tehran: Publications
of the Islamic Culture and Art Research Institute
Elsaesser, Th. (2008). A over view of Semiotic studies of Cinema. Tr. F.
Sasani. Tehran: Soor e Mehr

Fairclough, N. (2009). Critical Discourse analysis. Tr. F. Shayeste Piran, Sh.
A. Bahrampour, R. Zoghdar Moghaddam, R. Karimian, P. lzadi, M.J.

Yyv



VY s 5 sl OF LtV Il wuq/j,z,ud‘ym

Gholam Kashani and M. Neyestani. Tehran: Ministry of Islamic Culture
and Guidance office of mediastudies and development

Foucault, M. (1995). Discipline & Punish the Birth of the Prison.Vintage
Books a Divisin of Random House Inc. New York.

Focault, M. (2012). The desire to know. Tr. N. Sarkhosh and A. Jahandide.
Tehran: Nashr e Ney

Focault, M. (2013). Discipline & Punish the Birth of the Prison. Tr. N.
Sarkhosh and A. Jahandide. Tehran: Nashre Ney.

Horri, A. (2013). Essay on Narrative theory and Narratology. Tehran: The
Book House of Iran

Jorgensen, M., & Phillips. L. (2012). Discourse analysis as the theory and
method.Tr. H. Jalali. Tehran: Nashr e Ney

Khodabakhsh, M. (2014). A survey on the role of gender in discourse
formation in two Iranian movies: Offside and Women Prison in the
frameworks of CDA and absorption & exclusion theory. Masre thesis,
Takestan University

Lothe, J. (2007). An Introduction on Narrative in Fiction and Film. Tr. A.
Nikfarjam. Tehran: Minooy e Kherad

Mills, S. (1997). Discourse. Routledge.

Mills, S. (2009). Discourse. Tr. F. Mohammadi. Zanjan: Hezarey e Sevom

Mills, S. (2013). Michel Focault. Tr. D. Nouri. Tehran: Nashr e Markaz

Safi Pirlouche, H. (2009). The story was like this. Tehran: Rokhdad e Nou

Shairi, H.R. (20013). Semiotics of literature: Theoy and Method of Literary
Discourse analysis. Tehran: Center of publishing scientific works,
Tarbiat Modarres University

Sojoudi, F. (2011). Applied Semiotics. Tehran:EIm

YYA



