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The function of Narration Against Pandemics
Based on Kristeva's Theory of Abjection
Case Study: Decameron

Maryam Ameli Rezaei*/

Abstract

Literary text is the hidden narration of moving a human being to the
world of imagination. Writing has a refining and healing role in
different time periods in either the group riots or personal stresses.
Narrative structures are interconnected to the mental structures in a
texture of the days and world of author, and include the new narrative
and structural skills. Social or natural crises and riots cause the
existential crises, and some new styles and structures are arisen from
among these riots by upside down of the world and human psyche so
that the origin of modern novel, Decameron, is resulted from the heart
of plaque in the 14™ century. The conversation among psyche and
context is a refining process arranged in art. As a skillful
psychoanalyst in literary criticism theories, Julia Kristeva knows the
role of refining the literature and art in modern periods in description,
vacation and removal of pollution by word. Work of art organizes a
stress in the heart of artist in a symbolic form by creating another
world. In this process of word transformation, a generative context
concurrently acquires a new identity and structure. Artist's mental
structure achieves an adaptive generality of unconscious emotions by
writing and removing out what is vice, grief and fear, and the mental
structure place together the integrated layers of language and meaning
in literary creation by absorption and digestion of dispersed emotions
in a correlated appearance. The mystery of creation of the first novel
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may be: outflow of rejections and acceptance of disharmonic and
incompatible emotions together through a symbolic issue and
reasoning network reappeared in a symbolic form. Boccaccio's
Decameron was a new and innovative narration upon the collapse of
social systems due to plague, changing to the leading of modern novel
concurrent to the decline of traditions by breaking tradition in style
and content.
Keywords: Pandemics, Novel, Abjection, Decameron.

1. Introduction

Having suggested his ideas in various majors including lingual system
and its classification into the two Semiotic and Symbolic fields, Julia
Kristeva (1941), a contemporary philosopher and thinker, has also
categorized texts into two " Genoten" and "Phenoten” types of text.
On the other hand, he has considered the most profound state of
humans as the Abjection. The most prominent examples of it are
diseases, and particularly death, under which the subject experiences
the fragility of life much more than any other area. In the modern
society, the literature and art help authors and readers release
themselves from some uneasiness suffering their souls. Kristeva as a
psychoanalyst, uses the term of "Nightfall Force" for the literature
being equal to the unconscious purge. The literature operates as a
cleansing role in the process of acting out, and may augment the soul
to the Catharism. In the modern society under which the role of rituals
has decreased, the literature is somehow a cleansing ritual. This role
refers to the importance of the narration and story -telling as an
effective tool to face diseases.

Of the most prominent examples of this narration kind for re-
reading the life is the Decameron written by Giovanni Boccaccio. The
Decameron is the first exemplary type of story —telling resulted from a
pandemic wave, or in fact as the reaction to the death and abjection
process, seeking a given object. The narration serves to the dismissing
and ignoring the death. Deep concerns over the plague dragged
Boccaccio in to creating a possible and attractive world reconstructing
the damaged identity and fearful unfamiliarity of the real world by
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using a purging process accompanied with the negation of the corpses,
infections and destruction. This reconstruction, brought in a narrative
form, led to the creation of a dynamic identity being in contraction
with familiar identities redrawing the subject's borders. The horrorful
abjection and unfamiliarity of the art world would be converted to
bright rivers and palaces; the broken, tensional and critical
relationships would turn into friendly and intimate relations. The De
Cameron is an endeavor to meet the balance between the internal and
external worlds, the imagination and the reality. In the book, the
turbulence in the world turns into the calm and stability, the suffer into
the knowledge. The division of the book into two parts is an another
evidence of the split and the resistance of the mind against the reality
and the confrontation two spheres: the sphere of the death —silence and
that of the life — narration, the narration saves the subject from the
danger of impurity and rebuild the borders of the subject. The
language rejects the impurity; The resistance to the abjection, in the
generative (Genoten) and Semiotic texts, leads to the introduction of a
new style in the art. As the plague fades out and the relative peace
spreads as the life patterns change, the art patterns such as paintings
and literature are affected and face transformation.

Research Questions

The main question of the research is Which consequences do
pandemics bear on the literal creations? and may there be an
interaction among them principally? What actually happened during
Covid 19 Pandemic and reports on it enable us to deduct some
conclusions on the relationship between the narrative structures during
pandemics.

2. Research Literature

Although there are some articles on the Abjection theory of Kristeva
and its application in such novels as " Siavash Story" and" Heyrany"
and etc., or some stipulations over the Decameron and its similarities
with some texts and stories like A Thousand and One Nights or
Nafahato-Alons, or some papers on the pandemic, there was no essay
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considering the pandemic and the narrative. As a result, no literature
background was found in this field.

3. Methodology
The research method in this article is an analytical-descriptive
approach.

4. Conclusion

The mental structure of man has an ever-lasting interaction with its
narrative structure. Under the continuous interaction between self and
other, the subject is formed through the language and grows in it,
creating its borders. The human subject negates the impure other and
consider it outside of self. As self is not constant and unidimensional
existence, the confrontation between the subject and unconscious
darks and mental threats uses the text as an opportunity to form and
create new identities through the process of acting out in literal texts.
In the semiotic and generative language, the subject retrieves its self,
creating a consistency and coordination in the imaginary identity to
keep itself away from the impurity.

The narrative and the language prevent me from the collapse, reject
the impure issue, but the impurity remains. The impure issue remains
around the knowledge and the subject till it enters its consciousness.
Affected by the rejection and the attraction of the impure issue, the
subject continuously and paradoxically feels their borders are
threatened. Being afraid of the collapse, the narration is used as a
guarantee for avoiding the collapse. Through the narration, or
psychoanalytically as acting the mental suffers out in form of art, the
processing of unease matters involving the mentality leads to the
explanation, the acting out and making of the subject empty from the
impurity by use of the language and words. The representation of self
in the narration is not obtained through intellectual and verifiable
argument. Conversely, the reconstruction which is based on the
imagination through the acting out, purification and rejection of the
impure issue within an indicative network of inconsistent emotions,
especially in crises leading to public disasters, would result in the
disobedience and creation in language and new indications.
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1. Susan Sontag (1933-2004)

2. Giovanni Boccaccio (1313-1375)

3. Julia Kristeva (1941)
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5. Leo Strauss (1899-1973)
6. Lucien Goldmann (1913-1970)
7. Roland Barthes (1915-1980)
8. Jacques Lacan (1901-1981)
9. Jacques Derrida (1930-2004)
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10. Mikhail Bakhtin (1895-1975)
11. Subjectivism

12. Chora

13. semiotic

14. symbolic

15. genoten

16. phenoten

17. abjection

18. Marcel Proust (1871-1922)
19. catharsism

20. Francesco Petrarca (1304-1374)
21. Cicero
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23. Will Durant (1885-1981)
24. Apulee(180-125)

25. Arnoud Vidal
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