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Analysis of narrative coherence and critical discourses
based on "the hegemony of freedom and its inequality"'
In the novel "'Dog and Long Winter'* based on
Fairclough's approach!
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Abstract

Critical discourse analysis is an approach that examines language as a
form of social function and emphasizes the reproduction of social and
political power through text and dialogue. One of the types of
discourse analysis is critical discourse, which tries to systematically
explore the unknown relationships between texts, events, discourse
practices and structures, the relationships of cultural and social
processes at a wide level. In this research, the discourses related to the
ideology of "freedom™ in the novel "Dog and Long Winter" have been
investigated with the descriptive-analytical method and by referring to
Fairclough's critical model.Also, by examining and deciphering the
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linguistic layers of the novel (lexical, grammatical and structural level
of the text) and the context of the situation, the level of influence and
the set of tricks used by the author to express his ideological goals are
determined. The purpose of the author of this research is to discover
the natural implied propositions that have an ideological meaning and
are used in the discourses related to the hegemony of freedom in the
novel "Long Dog and Winter". Perhaps a large number of these
assumptions (for example, the use of metaphors, symbols, or the
selection of words specific to female writers, etc.) have become
completely natural, and people are generally unaware of their
existence; The emerging data show that all the elements of the novel -
including "title selection”, "repetition”, a large number of negative
words against positive words, the gray theme of the novel, metaphors,
the author's perspective, the context of the situation, etc. coherent,
they contribute to the presentation of the ideological concept of
"freedom". The important point is that in social developments, one
should pay attention to the change of ideologies, situational context,
content and significance of works, linguistic and rhetorical points
(especially symbols and metaphors). Maybe the change in some
symbols, metaphors and parables can be an indicator to evaluate
aspects of social and cultural developments.

Keywords: critical discourse analysis, Norman Fairclough
approach, narrative coherence, dog and long winter, hegemony of
freedom.

1. Introduction

In this research, by choosing critical methods and goals, we have tried
to reveal the social determinants and effects of the discourse, which
are naturally hidden from the view of its participants. Since currently
"descriptive" researches about the discourse show the dominant side
of the research (which, of course, this method lacks such
characteristics and considerations), therefore, the critical goals of the
discourse were necessarily investigated. According to Fairclough's

400



Journal Of Narrativestudies
E-1SSN:2588-6231

Vol.7, No. 14
autumn & winter 2023-2024
Research Article

critical model, the hypothesis is that there is a meaningful link
between the specific characteristics of texts, the ways in which texts
are linked and interpreted, and the nature of social action.

Research Question(s)
In this research, we try to answer the following questions:

- What effect does the social-political context have on the language
of the novel "The Dog and the Long Winter"? - Is the text trying to
reproduce its contemporary discourses or is it trying to confront and
change these discourse conditions? - What is the place of
intertextuality (myths and metaphors, etc.) in understanding the text?

2.Critical discourse analysis

In fact, critical discourse analysis seeks to discover how language is
used to create and maintain power relations and ideology (Jahangiri,
2012, p. 182). "Fairclough considers the turning point of discourse
analysis to be attention to the role of power relations and inequalities
in creating social distortions and inequalities, and because ideology
serves power, it should also be analyzed; Because power relations are
formed by ideologies (Fairclough, 1992. P.172).He considers three
levels (description, interpretation, and explanation) to achieve this
goal, that is, to examine power and ideology and to show injustices
(cf. Aghagolzadeh, 2016, p. 19). By examining these three levels in
speech or writing, he shows the distortions caused by the discourse of
power in society.

3. Methodology

In this research, by choosing critical methods and goals, we have tried
to reveal the social determinants and effects of the discourse, which
are naturally hidden from the view of its participants. Since currently
"descriptive" researches about the discourse show the dominant side
of the research (which, of course, this method lacks such
characteristics and considerations), therefore, the critical goals of the
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discourse were necessarily investigated. According to Fairclough's
critical model, the hypothesis is that there is a meaningful link
between the specific characteristics of texts, the ways in which texts
are linked and interpreted, and the nature of social action.

4. Results

Due to its unique nature and its close links with the society and social
and political events, the mentioned novel has a lot of relevance to the
discourse analysis method; By reflecting and re-reading it, you can
understand the biggest issues in the minds of personalities, the type of
power relations and the lack of political freedom, etc. When we put
the formal words of the novel in the position of analogy and
evaluation, we will find the real attitude of the text. The first point of
the textual context in the novel is “"choosing the title". The author has
determined his worldview position in the novel before the beginning.
The words "dog" and "winter" are both used in a symbolic sense, and
the length of winter refers to the continuity of conditions.

"Repetition” is one of the easiest ways to fix a problem in the
audience's mind, which he has repeatedly reminded the audience of
the word "freedom” and the lack of it. Comparing the large number of
negative words against positive words can be caused by the confusion
of the author's mind on the one hand, and on the other hand it can be
affected by the heterogeneity in the society. But their content shows
two negative and positive poles as well as a neutral pole. The negative
pole includes Hossein, Houri, etc., and the positive pole includes Ali,
Sabouri's uncle, great and small uncles, and most family members.
The best representative for the neutral pole is most of the city
people.The process of the novel continues with these three poles and
its subordinates, and the narrator has allowed different people to
comment on each pole, so the content of such a novel cannot
necessarily be considered a positive or negative content; It also has a
gray theme. In this work, the conflict between good and evil, good and
bad is depicted. Despite the conflict between the characters, the author
did not hold the other characters accountable for their actions and
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thoughts. The voice of the novel can be called an active voice.
Because most of the sentences are active and the subject is known. The
use of adverbs is one of the most important linguistic indexes that clearly
shows the extent and intensity of worldview.Therefore, it is very
important to pay attention to the selection of the form of adverbs as well
as the content expressed for them. It is as if the author's goal is to show
the extent of people's appearance and its intensity, which he criticized in
this way. According to the investigations carried out in the field of time
pattern, it can be concluded that the frequency of time loss, place loss,
subject loss, and personality loss in this novel is the result of a pluralistic,
anxious and questioning view that is formed in the narratives. Successive
changes cause the narrative to leave the linear and chain function, which
causes shock and sudden displacement. At the level of interpretation and
explanation, the author has sometimes used myth to create mythological
intertextuality.Parsipour, while invoking various texts such as the Quran,
narrations, poems of previous poets and using proverbs, popular terms,
seeks to explain the political, social and cultural situation of the society.
With an anti-colonial discourse, he expresses issues such as political,
social and cultural disorder. Parsipour expressed the lack of freedom (in
its various forms: expression, opinions, political activities, etc.) in a
symbolic and symbolic language and demanded to change the situation.
By strengthening the spirit of struggle, he seeks to acquire concepts such
as freedom and change.
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