Bl R ey stuoes

Journal Of Narrativestudies
E-1SSN:2588-6231 ——

Vol.7, No. 14
autumn & winter 2023-2024
Research Article

The reading of collective identity in Rahesh's novel with
the approach of post-classical narrative theory!
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Abstract

The release of Reza Amirkhani's latest novel with the theme of
identity and urban development, which has been published for the
16th time in a year, has won many awards. This research seeks to
answer the question, what is the relationship of this novel with the
category of collective identity, and what new approach does the
analysis of the narrative techniques give in the sociological analysis of
the work? In the criticism of this narrative, two readings of
intentionality and signification are placed against each other. In the
purposive reading, Rahesh claims urban identity, and at first glance, it
seems that the novel's purpose is to increase belonging and loyalty to
the city and its identity; However, in symptomatic reading, the novel's
class dichotomy by constructing the concept of "another county™ and
emphasizing the characteristic of " gentility " weaks the urban and
national identity, sense of belonging to the collective and empathy
between citizens . and at last fade the national identity in the shadow
of the urban identity and personal identity. This reading is derived
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from the analysis of the narrative elements of implied author,
characterization, place, narrator and focalization.

Keywords: postclassical narratology; collective identity; Rahesh.

1. Introduction

This research aims to analyze the ratio of the elements of Rahesh's
novel with the construction of the author's intended concept and the
transmission of the work's value system with the help of the new
findings of the narrative theory. Post-classical narratology has gone
beyond the knowledge of butiga and enters the field of narrative
criticism and analysis. In the criticism of the narrative, two readings
are usually placed in front of each other: the intentional reading; It
means “interpretation that seeks to understand the text based on the
author's intended meanings hidden in the text." (Abbott, 2017, p. 401)
and symptomatic reading; It means "deciphering the text according to
signs of the author's unconscious or undiscovered mental states or
undiscovered cultural situation.” (Ibid.) The contrast between these
two readings is the basis of this research in examining Rahesh'’s novel.

2. Research background

Considering that the release is the last work of this author, only three
articles about this work have been published so far. The article
"Analysis of Leah's character in Rahesh Reza Amirkhani's novel based
on a feminist approach”, written by Sayeda Sara Mousavipour (2018),
the article "Review and analysis of Rahesh's novel according to Alan
Dubatan's point of view (situational anxiety)", written by Mustafa
Gerji  (2019) and the article "Sociological criticism of Reza
Amirkhani's novel Rehash based on Goldman's constructivism
theory": Arezoo Yazdan Panah Kermani (2019).

3. Analysis method
Focusing on the discovery of hidden values and understanding the

ideology of the narrative is completely different from the goal of the
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early narratology, which was only devoted to descriptive analysis and
opposed to any criticism and interpretation. In the post-classical
approach, narratology can be used as a method of intra-textual
analysis, which pulls the text out of the deep structure level with the
narrative-thematic analysis of ideology. This new approach puts the
achievements of narratologists in the knowledge of narrative elements
in the service of analyzing the text and discovering its hidden
messages and explains about the ideological function of literature. In
the present study, the two categories of "urban identity” and "national
identity” in Rahesh's novel are analyzed with the help of the findings
of narrative theory in the analysis of narrative elements and with the
approach of post-classical narratology.

4. The result
In the criticism of this narrative, two readings of intentionality and
signification are placed in front of each other. In the intentional
reading of the author hidden in Leah's actions and speech, the
authentic narrator of the narrative is concerned about the identity of
the city and the health of the citizens. But in the reading of the marker
by analyzing the elements of the narrative and the way they are used
by the hidden author, this concern turns into anger and disgust. Lia has
collective work, cares about the neighbors, is worried about the loss of
the city's identity and is concerned about clean air for the citizens'
children; But at the same time, she evaluates all the people of the
society and the secondary characters of the story with a top-down
look. This focalization shows her lack of empathy with other citizens.
In the intentional reading, the hidden writer intends to invalidate the
upper city/downtown duality, but in the indicator reading, he is
simultaneously creating another duality of authentic Tehrani/non-
authentic Tehrani, which is the creation of the members of a society
into a collective urban and national identity. hits

In intentional reading, the text claims a collective identity. Concern
for the city, its inhabitants, its history and identity is what seems to be
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the novel's goal at first glance. But in the reading of the marker, the
novel's class dualization is in conflict with one of the fundamental
components of the collective identity, which is the feeling of
belonging to the group members.

The novel has an ideal, idealistic and romantic narrative and is
devoid of realism regarding the current situation. This result is
obtained from the characterization of the narrative; Because Leia, the
main character, instead of offering a solution, only blames the urban
problems; Like the municipality, the government or the greedy
vendors have concentrated.

In the reading of the marker, the narrator and the main character of
the story changes from a woman who is active and concerned about
urban affairs, to a woman who is prosperous and unhappy with the
crowding and pollution brought to her childhood city by inauthentic
strangers and with ineffective management, makes it more than
before. They are declining. The precision in the metaphors that the
hidden author uses throughout the story confirms this conclusion;
Such as the self-contained metaphor for the growth of Tehran,
comparing the city to a box of matches next to each other, and talking
about an earthquake that is constantly described with a wishful
attitude and reveals the author's feeling of hatred, and in two scenes
that describe Liya urinating over the city. It is displayed slowly.

The dualization of classes in the novel by creating the concept of
backwoodsman hits one of the main components of national identity,
i.e. the sense of belonging and empathy between citizens, and
diminishes national identity in the shadow of urban and individual
identity.
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