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Investigating the methods of making creativity in the
literary genre of ""Nonfiction" with an emphasis on the
Koursorakhi collection by Aliyeh Atayei

Ayoob Moradi*/

Abstract

"Creative Nonfiction" is an almost new literary genre that was formed
from the late second half of the 20th century, due to the concern of
modern man to avoid the dominance of imagination in various aspects
of life, from the combination of journalism and the literary type of
story, and soon became one of the most popular types of narration.
The main distinguishing feature of this type of literature from other
types of narration is its reliance on reality. That is, no matter how
much the author of Nonfiction creates a work similar to other narrative
works due to the use of the main components of this type, he should
not neglect the principle that his narration should include the real
events of the outside world. In the meantime, the use of the adjective
"creative" has caused the important question of what is meant by
being creative in this type of literature and what methods can be used
to make the Nonfiction creative. In this regard, in this research, an
attempt was made to analyze the techniques used by Aliye Atayi in the
Koursorkhi collection - as one of the selected works in the literary
genre of the Nonfiction - by using the analytical-descriptive method,
in order to answer the question of which techniques to make the
author's reports of his observations more creative. The results show
that Atayi achieves this goal by using methods such as symbolization
by emphasizing some aspects of reality, using dramatic techniques
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with the element of emotion, creating cinematic atmospheres and
purposeful repetition of some secondary elements at the beginning,
middle and end of the narratives.

Keywords: Narratology; Creative Nonfiction; Dramatization;
Symbolization; Koursorkhi.

1. Introduction

One of the questionable and challenging points about the format of
"Nonfiction” is the use of the adjective "Creative" for it. In many
sources, the term "Creative Nonfiction" is used to refer to this type.
An issue that has caused various questions and ambiguities and of
course mocking this term. Lee Gutkind (Lee Gutkind) in the
introduction to his important book (You Can't Make This Stuff Up),
which he wrote about the principles of nonfiction writing, addresses
the issue of how sensitive there is to the use of the adjective creative
for nonfiction, especially in academic circles. and he considered the
presentation of equivalents such as "literary Nonfiction" and "literary
journalism™ to be the result of this sensitivity. Because according to
the interpretation of the opponents, the creativity of the text is not in
the original intention of the author or in naming it; Rather, it is in the
reader's mind that the work can be received and proven. Based on this,
in this research, we decided to examine the issue of how to make the
ignorant creative by focusing on the details of the book "Koursorkhi"
by Aliyeh Ataei.

Research Question(s)

In the current research, an attempt has been made to answer this
important question, what methods did the author of the "Koursorkhi™
series use to transform the historical report of the events and
observations of her life into creative Nonfictions? And that these
tricks are more related to the form of the narratives or their content?
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2. Literature Review

One of the important topics in discussions about the literary form of
"Nonfiction" is the use of the adjective "Creative" for it. It seems that
the discussion of being creative is more related to the style of
nonfiction and the literary techniques used during narration than to the
content of Nadastan. How and in what manner the author narrates the
real event discussed in nonfiction, and how and in what order he
exposes the characters, their actions, places and other components of
the event to the audience, are things that can indicate the level of
creativity of nonfiction. Of course, in no way should we neglect this
basic point that the writer of Nadastan never has the right to add
anything to the reality he is narrating or to change it fundamentally.
But which parts should be highlighted and which parts should be
given less attention, and through which methods the author includes
himself, his feelings and beliefs in the text of the event, is a matter that
can be evaluated under the creativity of the nonfiction.

3. Methodology

This research was carried out using a descriptive method of qualitative
content analysis, and during it, an attempt was made to examine the
content of the "Koursorkhi™ collection, focusing on the creative ways
of transforming a historical report into an attractive narrative,
according to the principles mentioned about the "Nonfiction™ literary
format..

4. Results

Some critics believe that the creativity of an artistic or literary work is
more related to the reader's judgment than to the creator's point of
view. To put it more simply, it is the reader who should comment on
the creativity of a work, not that the literary genre has the creative title
before it is created. In the meantime, the supporters of using the
creative adjective for the nonfiction believe that simply stating the
fact, which is the main concern of the creators of this literary genre,

will not create a literary work, and in the best case, it is an attempt to
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document issues and topics. But if from the very beginning, the
condition of writing nonfictions is the creative expression of reality,
the author knows that he has to do something beyond the reflection of
real reports and historical documents. But which methods and
techniques can fulfill this demand is a matter that has not been paid
much attention to, and at best it has been said: "Don't say; Just show
it".

The review of Koursorkhi collection by Alieh Ataei, as one of the
selected collections in type of nonfiction, confirms our first hypothesis
in this research, which we claimed: creativity in Nadastan can happen
both in form and in content. In this way, the use of methods such as
symbolization by removing some parts and at the same time
strengthening other dimensions of reality, increasing the effect of the
text by highlighting the element of emotion in the content of the
narratives, and also dramatizing the reality through the use of special
performance techniques such as creating atmosphere and focusing on
Secondary elements such as the names of characters, special objects,
actions and the repetition of these elements in the beginning and
ending parts of the narratives, which all occurred at the level of the
form, are considered components that Ataei used to make his
observations creative. The methods that, although not all that can lead
to the creativity of the nonfiction; But they can be considered as one
of the most important ways to achieve this goal.
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