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Analyzing the Archetype of Christopher Nolan's Batman
Trilogy Narratives based on the Theory of Jean Shinoda
Bolen Focusing on Bruce Wayne (Batman)!

Siavash Erfani Ezati?, Ilnaz Rahbar ™3

Abstract

The main issue in this article is the analysis of the character of Bruce
Wayne (Batman) in Christopher Nolan's Batman trilogy from the point of
view of the male archetype theory of Jane Shinoda Bolen. In her male
archetype theory, inspired by the Greek gods, Bolen mentioned the
archetypes of Zeus, Poseidon, Hades, Apollo, Hermes, Ares, Hephaestus,
and Dionysus, that these archetypes influence the behavior and reaction
of us humans. The present research Looking for answer the question of
which archetypes Bruce Wayne (Batman) followed and which archetypes
help Batman to achieve his goals, which is to establish justice in Gotham
city. Therefore, the purpose of writing this article is to know the
archetypes of Bruce Wayne (Batman) to carry out the heroic journey and
establish justice. The research results show that Batman follows the four
archetypes of Poseidon, Apollo, Ares and Hades. The research results
show that from the beginning to the end of the third movie, the character
of Wayne (Batman) follows the four archetypes of Poseidon, Apollo,
Ares and Hades. But the archetypes of Apollo and Ares are the dominant
archetypes of Batman's character and they help him in fulfilling his
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duties. The current research is descriptive-analytical in terms of method,
and the method of collecting information is library and field.

Keywords: Batman; Christopher Edward Nolan; Jean Shinoda Bolen;
Archetype.

1. Introduction

In this research, Christopher Nolan's Batman trilogy has been chosen
as a case study to identify Batman's archetypes. The difference
between Christopher Nolan's Batman trilogy and other works is that
Nolan has shown the path of an ordinary person becoming a hero.

Research Question(s)

The current research seeks to answer the question of which archetypes
does Bruce Wayne (Batman) follow? Which archetypes help Batman
to achieve his goal, which is to establish justice in the city of Gotham.

2. Literature Review

Among the articles related to archetypes in cinema, we can refer to the
article "Psychological criticism of the film Davat from the point of
view of Shinoda Bolen's Jane's theory" by Fatemeh Shahroudi (2017).
The author used Shinoda Bolen's opinions, who analyzed the character
of women in the film with psychological and mythological concepts
and identified women's archetypes. The female characters in the film
are all in conflict with the topic of pregnancy and abortion, and the
archetypes of Athena, Persephone, Demeter, Hera and Athena can be
recognized and interpreted in the main female character of the film.
But at the end of the story, the predominance of the archetype of
Dimitri shows itself and the influence of this archetype makes women
stop having abortions (Shahrodi, 2018, p. 177)

Fatemeh Shahroudi (2018) in the article "Analysis of the
archetypes of the film Red Ribbon, from the point of view of Jane
Shinoda Bolen, with the focus of the female character of the film",
using the perspective of the archetypes of Jane Shinoda Bolen, to
analyze the characters of the film Roban germez that Life Each of
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these characters has been affected by the war and its sufferings. The
story of the film is about a woman named Mahbobe who returns to her
home in the south after the end of the war. On his way, he meets two
men, named Dawood and Juma, the first one is a mining agent and the
other one is an immigrant from Afghanistan, and the events of the film
take place after this meeting. The author's research has shown that the
archetypes of Aphrodite, Hephaestus, and Hermes are dominant in
Mahbuba, David, and Jomeh, respectively. (Shahrodi, 2018, p. 345)

3. Methodology

The current research is fundamental in terms of its purpose and
descriptive-analytical in terms of method, and the method of
collecting materials was done in the library and in the field.

4. Results

The analysis of the findings in this research shows that Batman has
followed the 4 archetypes of Poseidon, Hades, Ares and Apollo,
which have formed each of his characters in the past and present. The
archetype of Poseidon creates Batman's anger and quest for revenge.
Hades, the archetype according to which the hero hides himself in the
basement of his house and has no connection with society. The
archetype of Hades and Poseidon have no effect on the hero in
performing his duties. Enclosing oneself underground and being
disconnected from the outside world creates a sense of despair in the
hero and keeps him away from his goals. If Batman did not control his
anger and took revenge for the death of his parents from the murderer,
there would be no reason to pursue justice. The hero of the story
slowly pushes this character towards justice and the archetype of
Apollo. Ares depicts the fighting spirit of the hero, and finally Apollo
represents justice, order and law in Batman. The archetypes of Apollo
and Ares can be considered as the dominant archetypes of Batman's
personality. Just when Batman is about to change from the archetype
of Poseidon to Apollo and Ares, this is the moment that marks the
turning point of Batman's narrative and leads him to his heroic
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journey. The archetypes of Apollo and Ares form the main and
psychological structure of Batman's personality and prepare him for
his mission. In other words, the archetype of Apollo is the reason for
the hero to enter to fulfill his duties, now that the hero has entered a
journey where he must fulfill his duties, the archetype of Ares
removes the need of the hero to go through these stages and the hero is
at the end It helps to complete hero tasks.
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